THE   SYNDICALIST  CHALLENGE
writing his name in the history of Europe, though we had no
-idea of it5 any more than he ; but it did happen that the part of
leader of the human crowd was played at least once by a retired
road-engineer."1
It seems difficult at first sight to find unity of thought and
direction in one who, becoming interested in his fortieth year
in social and economic questions, began his life as a writer in
passionate defence of Dreyfus and of Jauresist Socialism, was
ten years later the violent foe of political Socialism and the
champion of Revolutionary Syndicalism, and a little later hob-
nobbed with the Ultra-Conservative Royalists of the " Action
franfaise," to end his career in 1922 as the defender of
Bolshevism and the admirer of Lenin. Yet unity there is, if we
look at the essential principles on which his thought rested.
SoreFs system of ideas, his teaching and influence are to be
found in germ in a philosophy of history which is inspired by
his twofold distrust, first of an intellectualist outlook, particu-
larly if it led to founding politics on a priori reasoning, and
of the bourgeois Liberalism built upon this; secondly of the
idea of the inevitability of progress which also often rested
thereon.
Believing as he did that the future is what man will choose
to make it, within the limits of physical and economic possi-
bilities, he gave of history as a whole an interpretation that
was as radically different as could be from that derived from
eighteenth-century philosophy, which he considered " suitable to
a class of auxiliaries of monarchy, a medley of abstract theories
by and for people who do not carry out their own jobs, a
rhetorical exercise for the amusement of people of the world." 2
Against the idea of progress, " the beauty of which is to
enable one to enjoy in peace the good of to-day without worry-
ing about the difficulties of to-morrow and is thereby pleasing
to autocrats and politicians," he maintained the standpoint
expressed   by  Engels  that   " history  is  the  interaction   of
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1 Maurice Reclus, in Nouvelles litttraires.
" Illusions du Progrh, pp. 80-85. He terms the eighteenth century " une
ere de galimatias" and its philosophers " immoraux bouffons d'une aristo-
cratic degeneree."
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